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Locals and players from afar rave about SB Classic conditions as Heltons take 18-hole lead
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Longtime local golf standout George Downing plays a shot into the 18th green on Saturday at Santa Barbara Golf Club. He’d help post a 2-under 68, six shots off the lead. Below, Brandon Gama hits a chip shot from just short of the 18th green.

Heltons hold one-shot lead at SB Classic
CLASSIC

Continued from B1

“The sidesaddle putting has
kept me playing golf,” said
Downing, who has spent the
bulk of his summer as a Little
League coach. “It got me back
into golf again, and now my kids
are starting to play. I don’t mind
going out there and playing and

feeling like you can compete.
It’s an acquired taste, that’s for
sure.”
The allure of Santa Barbara
as a vacation spot got Mark
Pavletich and Stephen Hale to
make the drive from Bakersfield, with the duo making the
trek worth it with a 7-under 63.
They’ll tee off 15 minutes before
the leaders this morning.

“We’re just out here to have
fun, can’t complain about coming to Santa Barbara this time
of year,” Pavletich said.
In the other flights, the John
Dimizio and Mike McManigal
sit at 9 under in the San Miguel
division, one shot clear of Dan
Vordale and Daniel Vordale. In
the Santa Rosa division, John
Kriger and William Phillips are

also at 9 under, two shots ahead
of five other duos.
Finally, in the Anacapa division, Jeff Chaffin and Steve Lee
are at 9 under, one shot ahead
of Frank Banales and Leo Martinez.
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GREENSBORO — There will
be any number of golfers in
position to win the Wyndham
Championship in Sunday’s final
round.
Oddly, Jordan Spieth won’t be
one of them.
As the front runners came
and went Saturday, the day’s big
development was the stunning
demise for Spieth.
He’s not only out of contention, he’s out of the tournament.
“It was just a bad day,” Spieth
said. “Overall, just didn’t play
well.”
Those playing well include
leader Byeong Hun An and former champion Webb Simpson
and Brice Garnett, who are both
one shot back.
Spieth, who had been a factor

for the first two days, was nixed
in the secondary cut after a
7-over-par 77. That put him at
2-under 208 for the tournament.
He had double-bogeys on the
first, 10th and 13th holes. He
was without a birdie Saturday.
“On the front nine, I actually
had decent looks at birdie on a
lot of holes,” Spieth said. “And
then No. 10, when I hit that one
out of bounds, it was like, man, I
don’t know what’s going on.”
Spieth was tied for 12th place
and four strokes out of first
place when the round began. By
late afternoon as he prepared to
depart from Sedgefield Country
Club, he was tied for 78th.
The former No. 1 golfer in
the world calmly answered
questions about the round after
he signed his scorecard. He
then stayed around and signed

dozens of autographs for fans
waiting for him.
Spieth, the 2013 runner-up
in his only other PGA Tour
appearance here, tried to put a
positive spin on going into the
FedEx Cup playoffs in a few
days.
“You can’t exactly fix your
ball-striking in a day,” he said.
“... So this extra day could serve
me really well through the
playoffs.”
It was a leaderboard that
showed little separation among
multiple contenders throughout
the third round.
An carded 4-under 66 to move
to 17-under for the tournament.
Simpson, the 2011 champion
here and last year’s runner-up,
moved into a share of the lead
until a bogey on the par-4 15th
hole.

The former Wake Forest
golfer had pars on the last three
holes and might be considered a
favorite for the final round considering his past success here.
He finished with 65.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if
somebody shot 8-, 9-, 10-under,
a guy who’s within striking distance,” Simpson said. “I’ve got
to keep the pedal down and if
I don’t shoot a low one, I’m not
going to win.”
Garnett checked in with 66.
Ryan Armour (65) is at 15-under.
“Anytime you can shoot
three rounds in the mid-60s
on the PGA Tour and here at
Sedgefield, you’re going to be
happy,” Armour said.
J.T. Poston (66), Viktor Hovland (64) and Paul Casey (66) are
at 14-under.
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A bunch of players have shot at PGA Tour title, but Spieth out of contention
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The legend of Ed Reed
continues to grow off the field
as much as it grew on it.
That’s important in the
state of Maryland, and maybe
why it seemed more fans
from Baltimore attended
Saturday’s Pro Football Fame
enshrinement ceremony
than fans from other cities.
The status of an iconic figure
doesn’t die when he or she
quits playing but elevates to
a new level for years before
leveling off.
Reed won’t be the best
Raven to ever play. That title
belongs to offensive tackle
Jonathan Ogden, and linebacker Ray Lewis remains the
team’s most complete player.
But as his legacy continues to
unfold, Baltimore fans might
identify with Reed as much as
the other two Ravens Hall of
Famers.
Reed has become one of
them. He is “real,” a man with
no pretenses who speaks his
mind.
He is so Baltimore.
Granted, Reed might be the
best safety in NFL history and
is one of only 11 defensive
backs voted into the prestigious Hall of Fame on the first
ballot. The resume is impressive from the nine Pro Bowls
to being named first-team
All-Pro five times to the 64 interceptions to holding several
NFL records to being on a
Super Bowl-winning team.
But what made Saturday
night so special was Reed was
in the spotlight all by himself.
Not only did the fans want
to celebrate Reed’s life as a
player but as a person in the
community.
A lot of us remember Reed
when he was young. He was
a rebel and knucklehead.
He got into disputes with the
media, his head coaches and
coordinators, and his moods
changed as often as the
weather. At times, he was disruptive and even Reed admits
he went through some growing pains. But as he got older,
he became more concerned
and aware of others and their
problems.
Reed’s name and deeds
are all over Baltimore from
his foundation’s work to his
involvement with various
schools. A lot of players use
their foundations to shelter
money, but Reed actually
cares. People in Baltimore get
him.
“He has become the elder
statesman, the wise man you
turn to,” said Traci Siegler, 48,
of Catonsville. “He is bringing
up the younger generation.”
When asked if she remembers Reed as a loose cannon
when he was young, Siegler
replied:
“He was, but you see him
mature as the years went on
and that makes you appreciate what he has done even
more.”
“I couldn’t imagine not
being here for this,” said
Siegler’s husband, Gary, 47. “I
spent 10 years in the stands.
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